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7 Exbort therefore, That firſt of all, Supp lications, Prayers 
Interceſſions, aud giving of Thanks, be made for all Men; 
er Kings, and all that are in Authority ; that we may lead 


For this is good and acceprable in the / ight of God our Savi- 
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E that goeth about to per ſuade 4 Multitude, 
that they are not ſo well governed as they ought 


to be, ſhall never want attentive and favourable hear- 


| * 


ers; becauſe they know. the manifold defects whergun- 
to every kind of Regiment is ſubjet ; but the ſecret 
Lets and Diiiculties which in Publick Proceedings are 
innumerable and inevitable, they have not ordinarily 
the Judgment to conſider. And becauſe ſuch as open- 
ly reprove ſuppoſed Diſorders of State, are taten for 


Principal Friends to the common Benefit of all, and for | 


Men that carry ſingular freedom of Mind: under this 
fair and plauſible Colour, whatſoever they utter paſ- 
ſeth for good and current That which wanteth in 
the weight of their Speech, is ſupplied by the aptneſs 
of Mens Minds to accept and believe it. Whereas 
on the other fide, if we maintain Things that are eſta- 
Hlifhed, we have not only to ſtrive with a number of 
heavy Prejudices deeply rooted in'the Hearts of Men, 
who think that herein we ſerve the time, and ſpeak 
in favour of the preſent State, becauſe thereby we ei- 
ther hold or ſeek Preferment , but alſo to bear ſuc h 
Exceptions as Minds ſo averted before-hand uſually 
ate againſt that which they are loath ſhould be poured 


into them. | 
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i I Exhort therefore, That firſt of all, Supplications, Prayers, 

xerceſſions, and giving of Thanks, be made for all Men; 
471 for Kings, and all that are in Authority; that we may 
Lead a quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs and Hone- 
Fun ffy © For this is good and acceptable in the (ight of God our 
cret Saviour. PET A | 


rity THAT Publick Bleſſings demand as Publick Ac- 
4 knowledgments, and more eſpecially that the 
ER» WICUg 4 P 53 


greateſt of all Temporal Bleſſings, a molt wiſe, 
15 „and gentle, and ſucceſsful Adminiſtration of one of the 
for beſt Governments in the World, calls for out rcadieſt 
his and devouteſt Praiſes to the Beneficent Diſpenſer of all 
Good, is what no one, I ſuppoſe, will Queſtion, who 
makes any Pretences either to Reaſon or Religion. 
eſs That we of this place are duly ſenſible of theſe Ineſti- 
- mable Bleſſings of God to us, our preſent Meeting to- 
£45 Þ gether in the Houſe of God, to perform the Duty of 
ta- this Day, is a ſufficient Evidence: And in what man- 
' of ner, and for what end this is to be done, the Apoſtle 
en, in the Text ſeems elearly enough to inform us; in 
24 which we are ex horte. 6111-21 


i. To make Supplications, Prayers, ' Interceſſions, &C. 


The Scope and Occaſion of which Words ſeems to be 

, | this. St. Paul having in the former Chapter of this E- 
ly piſtie, ſnewn Timothy for what Reaſon he had left him 
ed Nat F pbeſus, when he went himſelf into Macedonia; viz. 
That he might prefide in, and take pon him the charge 
of that Church, the better to Support and Maintain in 
it the pure and uſcorrupted Doctrine of Chriſt,jwhich 
himſelf had pianted there, in oppoſition to the per- 
verſe and miſchievous Opinions of the Judaizing Chri- 
ſtians: Having al ſo declared and magiufict the Mercy 
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of God, to which he ow'd his wonderful Converſion; 
and the benefits of the Faith of Chriſt, which he cha- 
ges Timothy to maintain, together with a good Conſci- 
ence; for making Shipwrack of which, he had deli-| 
verd over Hymenus and Alexander to Satan. Having! 5 
made this brief Introduction, he immediately proceed 
to the laying down ſuch Rules and Precepts as might be 
of moſt ſignal uſe to this firſt Biſhop of the Church of P. 
Epheſus, in the Diſcharge of his Important Office. 
Among thele, as the words of my Text may well de- 
ſ:rve, ſo they are accordingly allow'd the firſt place.] 
In them arecontain'd, 
I. The Duty of good Chriſtians and good Subjects to th 
| Princes, and all that are in Author it. 
| II. The End for which this Duty is enjoyn'd, and] 
the benefits that attend a due Diſcharge of it. 9 
III. The Motives that Chriſtians, and we of this Na- 
tion in particular, have to a ready and chearſul 
| Performance of it. 3 6: 
r. Iam to ſhew, that according to the Precept of the ie 
Apoſtle, tis the Duty of good Chriſtians and good Sub- pn 
jects to make Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and gi- 
ving of Thanks, for Princes, and all that are in Authority. 
Theſc ſeveral words of the Apoſtle, contain the ſe- NN. 
veral Acts and Offices of thoſe that meet together in the 
Congregation, for the Public Worſhip of God. Then | 
tis that we are to offer up to the throne of Grace, 
Supplications for averting ſuch Judgments as we feel or 
fear; Prayers for ſuch Bleſſings as we ſtand in Need 
of; Interceſſions for the bleſſings and mercies of God 
upon all the Sons of Men; and thankſgivings for the 
benefits we have receiv'd and enjoy. Theſe are our 
conſtant and daily Duties, when we meet together in | 
the Preſence and Houſe of Gde. 0 
And from hence we may learn what ought to be 
our Employment upon this Days Solemnity, fet apart 
| as a Day of joy and thankfulneſs for the goodneſs of 
| God to us in Adyancing our molt Gracious and 1 
| | cnt 
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of her Reign, to which we are ſo much oblig'd for our 


preſent happineſs and future hopes, in relation to the 
welfare both of Church and State. 


Now the Reaſons of our conſtant Obligation to theſe 
Duties of Religion and Loyalty, (tho upon this Day 


more eſpecially) are many and various, too many in- 
feed to be particularly inſiſted on; and therefore I ſhalt 
paly lay before you ſuch as ſeem to be of rhe greateſt 


mportance. ; 
1. The firſt of which is, the inſeparable relation he- 


gween the welfare and happineſs of Prince and People. 


| Whoever will take the pains to reflect upon the ſtate 
nd condition of things in this world, and conſider how 


much a ſtronger Influence Mens Paſhons have over 


hem than their Reaton, may ſoon be convinc'd of the 
eceſſity of Government to the Peace and Happineſs 


nd wickedneſs that is done every day, in defiance of 
aw and Puniſhment, what Mankind would be, if 
heſe Reſtraints were taken off from them, and VVIII 
nd Pleaſure were the ſole Principle of every Man's 
\ftions. Tis a Complaint as well-grounded as Anci- 
nr, that the Majority are bad; and what a diſmal 
ate of things would there be, were Men allow'd to 
cal with onc another like Beaſts of Prey; where the 
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ent Queen to the throne of her Royal Anceſtors; via. 
hat it is our Duty, at this time more eſpecially, to 

beſeech Almighty God to defend her from Injury and 
violence; to remove far from her the ſealouſies and 
editions of turbulent and unreaſonable Men; to De- 
feat the Deſigns and break the Powers of her Enemies 
that would diſturb her Quiet, or ſeek her Ruin; to 
pray that God would pour down his bleſſings upon her, 

and” grant ſucceſs to all her great and good De- 
igns, and that ſhe may conſtantly enjoy the bleſſed 

Fruits of them both here and hereafter: And laſtly, 
with Hearts full of joy and thankfulneſs, ro magnity 
the Divine Goodneſs for the great and conſtant bleflings 


Humane Society. We may perceive by the injuſtice _ | 
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Power. 


or fiad them uſctul to the Exccution of their Deſigns 


ly to ſeem right in the Eyes of Men, at ſuch times off 

Licentiouſneſs, we may Judge; from the Houſe of Gods, 1 

and the Idolatraas War ſhip ſet up by MAicab; from the Da- 

nites robbing him of his Images, to ſet up the ſame 

Idolutry at Læiſh; and the barbarous villany of the Bes 

jamites of Gibeah to the Levite's Concubine, in — nd; 
| the! 
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moſt harmleſs and innocent People would be exattly: nM 
the Caſe of wicked Cain, and have juſt Reaſon to fear, 
hat every one that met them would flay them, (| | 
Neither is the Caſe much better, when the Founda- 
tions of a Government are weaken'd by a Nation's run-Þ 
ning from a Regular Frame, and a legal Adminiſtrati-Þ 
on, into Annarchy and, Confuſion; when a juſt and 
good Prince is throw from his. ſeat of Authority, by 


a diſſolute and giddy Multitude, or cruſhed by a Forciguſ 


N. 2 ers” of 


If in a Civil Commotion, a prevaling Party of Re- 
bels ſubdue and give Laws to their own Legiſlators, 
ſuch an unnatural change can't be managed and brought 
ahout, without filling every Corner of a Nation with} 
blood and ſlaughter. At ſuch times of Licentiouſnels 
as theſe, Brother and Brother, Father and Son, meet to; 
heath their Swords in each others bowels; Private Men 
are turn'd out of their juſt Poſſeſſions; their Perſons are,; 
expoſed to the Rage and Malice of every incenſed 
Neighbour or Zelot; no Man's Innocence or Piety will 
Protect him, when the private Intereſt of the Prevail- 
+ wy bath doom'd him to Deſtruction. 
In a Kingdom where nothing but Arms and Armies 
ate to be ſeen ſtruggling, on the one ſide to ſupport, on 
the other to overturn the State; the Still Voice of the 
Laws cannot be heard amidſt the Din of VVar; few 
are at leiſute to Adminiſter, and fewer to obey them. 
So that the molt finiſh'd Villains will not only eſcape 
unpunith'd, but perhaps be rewarded by ſuch as think 


It was when there was no King in Iſrael, that every ont 
did woat was right in his own Ejes: And what is like. 
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weir whole Tribe defended them: This ended in a 


bloody War, and the deſtruction of; probably, more 
than a Hundred Thouſand Iſraelites. 


It hath been juſtly obſerv'd, That Civil Wars are 


generally more bloody and cruel than Foreign; becauſe 
Private Reſentment and Intereſt mixing with Pretences, 
Jor miſtaken Notions of Publick Good, hurry Men on 
boldly tothe moſt barbarous and ſavage Actions: and, 
(as in the late miſerable Times of our unnatural Rebelli- 
Jon) the gilded Pretences of Reformation, Liberty and 
Property, make People as eager and forward to ſhed 
blood, as if they could not go to Heaven without com- 
mitting Murder by the way. 


And tho? the excellent Prince that govern'd at that 
time, drank deepeſt of the bitter Cup of Affliction; yet 


it will eaſily be own'd, that theſe poor Nations had a 


very large ſhare in the common Calamity and Deſola- 
tion; for then (as at all other times of the like Confuſi- 
on) as Sacrilege and Prophaneneſs invade the Church; 
ſo Injuſt ice and Violence, and all the Direful Effects of 
Rampant and Unreſtrain'd Wickednefs, turn a Land, 
hat was before as the Garden of Eden, into a deſolate Wil- 
irrneſs ; drive Peace and Security far from out Habita- 
ions, and make Men with for, and chuſe Death and 
trangling rather than Life. = 
Neither can we imagine the State and Condition of a 
ation to be much better, if a Forcign Encmy ſhould 
dubduc, and Arbitrarily give Law to it; nay, in many 
eſpects, the Conſequences of a Foreign Conqueſt may 
de much more dreadful and calamitous. 1/rael wept 
nd lamented for the defolations of their Brother Benja- 
un: Fudges 21. And in Civil Diflentions, tho the ſtrife, 
vile it laſts, be fatal and bloody, yet Men will at laſt 
think themſelves of Abner's Queſtion, Shall th 


word devour for ever? 2 Sam. 2. And conſider what 

tterneſs it will bring in the end. The Ties of Blood, and 
National! Society and latercſt, will probably work ſome 
Ender ſentiments, to cloſe up and heal rhe Wounds of 


8 Ra —— — 
* 


Diſcord and Hoſtility; and they whoſe too active In- 
duſtry at firſt fomented and carried on the treacherou; 


miſchief, may return to a better Mind, and put a help. 


ing hand to the quenching that devouring Flame which 


they formerly kind led. But the Caſe is far other wiſe, 
when a Nation lies at the mercy of Strangers; for then] 


ion Liberty, Poſſeſſions, all that is dear and uſe- 


ul, is made a Prey to the unrelenting boundleſs will off 
an inſulting Conqueror, who will Tyranize, Oppreſs, 
or Murder, perhaps purely to ſhew his Power, and make 
the extremeſt Miſeries of his Vaſſals, his Pleaſure and 


Diverſion. Some indeed, may treacherouſly buy their 


Peace at the Price of their Neighbours and their Coun- 


try's Ruin; but the generality muſt wear the galling 


Iron Yoakof Oppreſſion, and that Complication ofallſ 


Earthly Miſeries, Subjection to a Foreign Enemy. 


_ Great Reaſon have we therefore, to offer up our 


molt ardent Prayers to God, for the Peace, Welfare and 
Proſperity of our excellent Queen and Government. 


To bleſs his Name tor the happineſs we enjoy under 


her, and for that remarkable ſucceſs, with which he ha 
been pleaſed to adorn and crown her Reign. And cer. 
tainly, if it were a Religious Duty to the Jews, expre- 
ly enjoyn'd them by the Propbet, to ſeek, and pray tot 
the Peace of the State, by which they were led Cap 
tive; 'tis much more our Concern to do ſo, becauſe in 
the Peace of that we are only to expect Peace our ſclves 
2. Another Reaſon why we are obliged to offer uf 


our Prayers and Thankſgivings to the Almighty for 


thoſe that are in Authority, is out of a due Senſe of grz 
titude for the many bleſſings we enjoy by their means. 

The weight of Government, and the Troublcs tha 
attend ſo exalted a Station as that of a Prince, are more 
than can be eaſily imagined : No con ſidering Man there 
fore can perſuade himſelf, that the State and Grandeu 
of Sovereign Power is an Equivalent for the Troub!i: 
and Toll in which it involves thoſe who are Inveſtcd 
with it, When a Prince is truly zcalous and watchfi 
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ve In- Hor the Publick Good, he will find bit little Satisfaction at- 
herous ending bis high Office, beſides what flows from his Superior 


2 help. Power and Capacity of doing good. This will eaſi y appear, 
which from conſidering the mulriplicity and perplexity of the Affairs 
-rwiſe that demand the attention and beſt abilities of thoſe chat fic at 
Ir then the Helm of a great Nation; and even tho all the ſeveral Mem- 


d ul bers of it, in their reſpective Stations, ſhould make it their Bu- 
ule.nneſs ro promote the Publick Good, and make the weight of 
w1ll off Government {it as eaſy as poſſible. But when on the contra- 
Ppreſs, ry, new and numberleſs Perplexities ariſe, from the differ- 
makeKent and Oppoſite Inclination, Vices, Intereſts , Follies, 
e andi and Perverſeneſs of a divided and headſtrong People, how 
their much Weight do all theſe add ro the neceſſary cares of thoſe 
Coun. ] in Authority? Seeing they are to curb or gratify ſuch unquis 
alling © Spirits, and direct their Forces all to one end, or at leaſt 
of all reſtrain them from running counter to it. Open Enemies a- 
broad, and ſecret ones ar home, muſt be carefully Obſerved, 

and vigorouſly reſiſted, when occaſion ſerves. And when 

P OUR prudent Husbanding the publick Treaſure diſobliges thoſe whe 
re and expect to be gainers by the boun'y of Princes, or a liberal 
ment diltributiop to the well-deſerving, raiſes Murmurs at their Pro- 
inder fuſeneſs, (and yet both theſe ſorts of Complaints mult be ward- 
ze ha ed againſt by Princes that would not wear Crowns of Thorns) 
"tis no wonder if after all imaginable caution, reſtleſs, diſcon- 


— tented and mercenary Men, ſtill find or raiſe matter of blame 
$4" and murmuring. The multitude alſo ſet on by Men of deep- 
- er or worſe deſigns, will be apt to complain as loudly upon the 

25 leaſt ill ſucceſs, as the greateſt Miſmanagement. And wha 
ve i din thera juſk wiſe enough ro diſcern the manifold de» | 
Ives ics of Government, but want either Skill or Attention to ob- | 


r uf ſerve che innumerable and unavoidable difficulties and obltru- 
fo tions of publick buſineſs, will give themſelves a libeity of ex- 
gra Claiming upon every ſuppoſed defect, miſmanagement, or mis- 
fortune, they can never be fatizhed with any Government; nor 
gratefulto thoſe that procure them the greateſtrempcralbleſſings, 
nord For it is to our Governors, to whom many are fo troubic- 
ſome and ill-natur*d, that we owe our Quict, Plenty, and Se- 
ere curity. Theſe bleſſings, like thoſe of the Sun and Air, how great 
deu foever they be, are the leſs valued for their being common and u- 
ub niverſal.And yet were it not for a conſtitution adminiſtred with | 
ſc} Wiſdom, Steadineſs, and Refolution, the Security of our J. i. 
obi berties, Religion,anc our very Lives would lye ar the Mercy of 
MS. a. a every 
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one lat was ſtronger than our ſelves. To the fame Cauſe u. 
muft aſcribe our Safety from Foreign Enemies, and unjuj 
Neighbours. And were we depriv'd of this moſt valuable Gih 
of Heaven, it would be our wiſeſt courſe to retire from a Jam, 
tefs Human Society, and ſeek a quieter abode, a ſafer ſhelter from 
Injury and Oppreſſion, in Woods and Deſarts, in the Dens and 

Caves of Wild Beaſts, and abandon all the Comforts of Life, 
to preſerve Life it ſelf. So different is our Condition under aſh; 

juſt Government, from what it would be without it: And I 

f it to any one to judge, how much happier we now are, 

when every one may ſit down 3 and enjoy the Fruit ot 

his labours, under his own Vine, and under his own Fig-Tree, than 
we ſhould bein ſuch a forlorn condition of Fear and Miſery, Woo 

and Want. a . 

If therefore we have any juſt Notions of the mighty Benefits Þjef 
we enjoy; if we on we have any Obligations to that Sove- NW 
reign, on whom the quiet Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of all the Þthe 

Comforts and Neceſlaries of Life do, in a great meaſure de- Nat 

pend ; if we can think any returns of Gratirude are due to our ¶ th; 

greateſt Bereſactors, (and ſure none are greater than theſe Vice-¶ cu 
gerants of the Almighty by himſelf ; ) Then muſt we alſocon- Þ © 
tefs, tis our Duty to praiſe and magnify the Divine Goodneſs, ſp 
for giving us Governors to watch over us for our good, and of- ta 
fer up our Prayers to God for a bleſſing upon thoſe by whoſe fa 


| hands he beſtows upon us ſo many effects of his Goodneſs. Þ (+ 


Nay, even oppreſſive Perſecuting and Infidel Princes have a n 


right to this Tribute of our Prayers. How much more then, J 


thoſe that are good? Who (according to their Duty) Artend 
conſtantly upon this very thing, viz. to manage the Sword of Ju- 
ttice, for the Puniſhment of evil-doers, and the Praiſe and Prote- 
ction of them that do well. Rom. 13. þ 

Several other Reaſons, obliging to the Performance of this 
Dury, might be inſiſted on. As, OA: 

Thu 'tis the only return we cany make our Governors for 
the ir Care and Vigt'lance. $11 
That we may thereby procu-e them the Divine Aſſiſtance, 
to enable them with greater ſufficiency to diſcharge their 
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Weighty and Important Truſt, and take the beſt way to ſe- 
cure ſucceſs ro them, and happineſs to our ſelves. | 


Thus piety and gratitude, a due ſenſe of our own and the pub- 
lick Good, the expreſs Commands of God in Scripture, and the 


delire that every one has, to partace of thaſe great Advantages 
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nich a Wiſe and Juſt, and Proſperous Government procu res 
„a Nation that is bleſſed with it: All theſe Conſiderations 
Mcur in preſſing upon us the Performance of this neceliaty 
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duty with a chearful and tervent Devotion. 
II. And as a farther Motive yet to a Conſcientious Dif- 
harge'of if; Let us conſider, Secondly, The end for which Sr, 


ns and exhorts us to ſupplicate, pray, and give thanks for Kings, 

Life, nd all that are in Authority; viz That we may lead a Quiet 

der 4nd Peaceable Life in al Godlineſs and Honeſty. 1 

And I a due Performance of this Holy Duty be attended with 

> ſuch happy, Conſequences, this alone will ſufficiently recom- 
Ic ot in: 


1 end it to our approbation and choice: For 4 Quiet ald Peacea- 
than | 


iſery, 


leſits 


OVE- Wiſh to live in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. Theſe taken roge- 
| the Þther therefore, comprehend the happineſs both of this Life and 
> de- Na better; and what greater encouragement to the diſcharge of 
dur this Duty can we expect, than the Propoſal of ſuch advantage- 
ice cus hopes from it? fs 2s | 
on- Wehavealready obſerv'd, the cloſe Connexion of rhe Pro- 
els, ſperity and Intereſts of Princes, and their Pe ple, and how cer- 
lol. tainly the Calamities, Diſtractions, and Diſtreſſes of the on, 
ole fall heavy upon the other; from whence 'tis caſy to conclude, 
efs. that whatever we can do for the advancement of their happt- 
© 4a Þ nefs, does at the ſame time molt effectually promote our own. 
en, Thus, if we by our Prayers, can engage Heaven in their favour, 
nd and by that m-ans procure their Peace and Security at home, 
Ju- and Succeſs and Victory abroad: Tis too plain to need a proof 
te- that we our ſelves ſhall probably reap the good Fruits of them. 
1 But if, on the contrary, our Armies fly before their Enemics, or 
nis Civil Diſſenſions embroil our State, can we reaſonably hope to 
| avoid the common danger, or enjoy Repoſe and Safety, when 
a theſe are Strangers to our Land? Beſides rhis, as thoſe who to- 
gether with a modeſt Submiſſion to Authority, make it part 
© | of the ir avowed Profeſſion and Practice ro pray conſtantly and 
1 beartily for the Prince and his Government, mult be allow'd 
to be the beſt Subjecte, and moſt deſerving of their Protecti- 
on; ſo will they be ready to apply St. Peter's Words to them- 
5 ſelves, and be aſſu ed, tiiat no one will harm them, if they be fol. 
2 lowers of that which i, g : duch Men as theſe, EVEN an ill 


le Life is, or ought to be, the Deſire and Endeavour of all 
good Men: And all Nations do, or at leaſt pretend, to make 
War for this very end and purpoſe: And none, ſure, who pro- 


fefs the Name of Chriſt, will own that 'tis not their ſincereſt 
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much more would a Righceous Governor watch over ther with" a Tende 
Care ? Their Prayers he would look upon as his beſt Support and fir mel 
guard, and cheriſh them as his peculiar Charge: Their very Innoceug 
would entitle them to Security, and it would be looked upon as a kind of 
Sacrilege to rob them of their Peace and Quiet. Whereas the more meglingi 
and Turbulent would and ought to be Governed with a Stricter Hand, and 
} ſe their own Peace, becauſe they would not ſtudy and ray for that off 
the Publick. Thus if the effectual fervent Pray ers of a ki hteous Nation 
prevail with God to ſet over them a Proſperous and Vi orious, 2 Wiſe i 
and Upright Ruler, who will provide and make choice of Vigilant, Able, 
and Skilful Miniſters, to Govern under him, that Nation will ſoon, for 
its Security, Peace and Proſperity, be the Wonder and Envy of alt it; 
Neighbours ; and happy are the People that are in ſuch a Caſe. 

If theretore we allow that our Prayers contribute any thing towards the 
rendring our Governors good and proſperous: If we really believe that 
the hearts of Kings are in the hands of God, and that be can turn them 
as the Rivers of i Water, whitherſoever ke will, Prov, 21. v. 1. If we be 
perſuaded rhar he gives Vidory, Wiſdom, and Strength to Sovereign 
Powers, and enables them to execute their High Office, to his Glory, 
and the Good of their People. If we think it our Duty to return Thanks 
for the greateit Earthly Bleſſings ( for Good Princes are undoubtedly 
ſuch, ) Le us accordingly offer up our Prayers and Thankſgivings, and 
chearfully expect the Quiet and Tranquility which they are ſo well fitted 
to Procure and Promote. Ear 

2. As they are alſo, Secondly, the Advancement of Religion among het 
us, and the Hopes of Eternal Happineſs in the Life to come. 

'Tis true, Temporal Eaſe and Proſperity may work another way with I 
Men of Corrupt and Diſſolute Minds, and they do too often produce Se- yn 
curity, Licentiouſneſs, and [rreligion : But as ta «thoſe who are well? 
diſpoſed, tis plain, that a Calm and Peaceable State of Things 
leaves them more at leifure to attend the Service of God, and the 
Good of their Souls, and they may ſerve the Lord with leſs Diſtraction. 
For when Men are forced to fly from place to place to ſecure their Lives, 
and leave all to the unjuſt Violence of Oppreſſors, for their own preſerva- 
tion: When they muſt employ all their Care and Caution to prevent the 
Ruin of themſelves and their Families, in Times of War and Tumults; 
ſuch Hardſhips as theſe, put them in a great meaſure, our of a Capacity 
of diſcharging rhe Offices of Religion, and caſt ftrong Tempratiovs in their 
way, to quit their Duty and follow their Intereſt ; to make Shipwrack of 
a good Conſcience, that they may ſave their Eſtares, and provide for their 
Temporal Concerns. Or if ſome few have the Conſtancy and Refignati- | 
on, to leave all for Conſcience fake, yer the Care of Self- Preſervation, 
and the ill Circumſtances of a Fugitive Condition, leave a Man but lit- 
rle Lcifore and Compoſure of Mind for the regular Exerciſe of Devotion. 
And perhaps in Times c Diſorder and Conzunon, thoſe that would ther- 
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iſ have lived agreeably to the Rules uf C lines and Floneſty. may 
- perſuaded by Numbers of III Exa::pics, to follow 4 Aut itude to de 
% Po 9 2 2 | 
How great Reaſon therefore, have we of this Nation to Adore and 
lagnify the Divine goodneſs, for the Peace and Security we enjoy, un- 
Jer the happy Influences of an excellent Government; which makes it 
Ine main part of its Care to Protect, and Tranſmit to Poſterity, the pure 
Worſhip of God. In ſuch a Well conſtituteè Church as that whercof we 
te Members? A Church which our moſt Gracious Sovereign ſtudies as 
vell co ſupport by Her Power, as Adorn by her ſhining Piety and Devoti- 
on. And if we offer up Oat Prayers to God for his Bluling upon 
er Goverment with due Sincerity and Devotion, and our Praiſes for the 
any Advantages of Her Glorious Reign over us; I hope we may all, 
ithout the leaſt Jealouſy or Diſtruſt, enjoy the Benefits of Peace and Pie- 
y in that Church, which the Law hath happily cſtabliſh'd, and our Go- 
ernors will continue to Support, againſt the Power and Malice of all our 
nemies. For to ſpeak my Thoughts freely, as I think it my Duty 
pon this Occaſion, notwithſtanding the Clamours of ſome, and the more 
eſerv'd Murmurs of others, I cannat imagine what Reaſon any one has 
o fancy the Eſtabliſhed Church 1 Ae, Danger in this or the preceding 
Reign, than in others that went before; or what Ground there is to ima- 
zine, that it is not now in a ſafer Condition, than ever it was formerly, 
yy the Advantages it has receiv'd from theſe very Reigns. 5 
lndeed were Proteſtants of different Perſuaſions, fer together by the 
Ears, that our moſt Formidable Enemies the Papiſts might enjoy the Be» 
nefic of their mutual Contentiogs ; Were Arbitrary, Commiſſions for Ec- 
leſiaſtical Affairs, given out under the Great Seal, to deal with our Li- 
derties and Properties by the Law of Will and Pleafure: Were Manda- 
mas's ſent us at every turn to ſupercede our Right of Free Elections: Were 
Proteſtants Diſarm'd, and Papiſts Arm'd and Employ'd : Were the Prin- 
es we ſpeak of avow'd Papiſts, or too favourably inclin'd to them, or 
the Crown ſettled by Law upon thoſe that were ſuch: If theſe things 
were ſo, all Wiſe Men would think we had reaſon to ſuſpect and complain, 
But when all theſe Grievances are removed by Law, which has ſet ſo ma- 
y new Guards and Fences about our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution : When 
lergy men meet with all due Protection and Encouragement when they. 
ſue for their juſt Rights; When they are Countenanced not only by the 
Favour, but the Generous Bounty too, of our moſt Graciovs Sovereign, 
(which we all know and ought with all Thankfulneſs to Acknowledge : ) 
hen the Trown is ſecur'd to Proteſtant Sueceſſors, who ate allo bound to 
Swear, They will, to the utmoſt of their Power, Maintain the Church by. 
Law Eſtabliſh'd: What Ground can there be left either of Complaint or 
Suſpicion ? Indeed if People are reſuiv'd ro be Afraid where no Fear is; 
maintain ſuch Paradoxes as theſe, That a Reform'd Church can be Sa- 
{er under 2 Popiſh than a Proteſtant Prince: If they will fill fancy them- 


lves in Danger, as long as Diſſeaters are allow'd to breath: the Com: 
| : | | moi 


- wgtecably to ſuch Obligations? We may be moſt aſſured, that all A8 


| ſpcaking of, are more than ordinarily ſo, on account of this poſitive an 
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C47) 
"mon Air with them, aud ſhare it che Common Benefits of Liberty, Þ: 
rein, and a free Exerciſe of their Religion: In ſhort,” if they wo 
think chemſelves ſafe, unleſs every thing be done to their Minds, unk 
the! may recommend Privy-Counftllors-and Miniſteriof* State; that 
in plain Exgliſb, rill they can govern their Governors; tis to no purpi 
to endeavour their Satisfaction; their Complaints müſt be as endleſs 
they are unreafonable. If they wAl-notY2ad a Quref hu, Peaceable L 
when they may, nor enjoy the Means bf Gollineſdb and flonsſiy when th 
are offer d tliem, they may thank themſelves for their Refuſal of tho 
Bleſſings which their Governors have ſo effectüally provided for them. Wa 
III. 1 come nb in the Third ab Laſt Place, to laß before yqu the Ha. 
ligious Morite we have to a due Diſcharge of the Duty I Have been Nac 
commending, laid down by the Apoſtle in theſe Words; For 7þ44 #5 gu 
and acceptable in the he, Got eren 
If the Performance of à Duty, which (as we have already feen) boi 
Gratitude and intereſi Recommend to us, be befides all this, fo good in th 
ſight of God: If at the fame time that We pray and give Thanks in b 
Half of our Governors, we perform*a moſt pleaſing and acceptable Ser 
vice to the Almighty ; can we yer defire any farther Inducements ro a 


x. +. i 


and Offices of Religion are good and acceptable to that God 'who has con 
manded them; and we may probly Conclude, that thoſe we are noi 


articular Declardrion, Tndeed' were thete no expreſs Command give 
us in Scripture 1d play and give Thanks for Princes, yet the mighty In 
tereſt we have in their Preſervation, and the many Benefits they procurhh 
for us, would ftriaty demand of us this Mot reaſonable Return of Piet 


and Gratitude; How muüch more then, when God has poſitively Con 
manded, and Bis Chorch continually ractiſed it? When he Fas made it 
in a great meaſure? the Condition bf lüs Favour,” in giving us by thei 
means the Jneltimible'Bleffings of a Quiet and Religious Life? This ap 
pears the more Reaſdpabſe upon this account roo, Becauſe Princes are, bj 
their Neceſſary ang Publick Cares for the Commonwealth, frequently bin: 
der 'd from a regular *Diſcharge ok the Offices of Devotion themſelves] r 
They cannot attend upon the Lord with that freedom from DiſtraQion#) 
which'a more private Station has the Advantage of, And it is, me think 
molt highly unjuſt tq; deny them the Benefit of our Supplications, which 
they by their reſtleſs Labours and anxious Solicitude, procure us leiſurt 
and opportunity, duly and regularly to offer up. This certainly is at 
eaſ) Requital for all Their Troubles and Dangers, and a ſofficient Motive 
(f there wete no other,) to our offering up this moſt Reaſonable Sc} 1 


vice. ; ; . e 
The Reaſons ha, Obligations of our Thank fulneſs to God for Prince ot 

and Rulers, heing thé Tame with thoſe that recommend them to our pra : 

ers, and accordingly joit'd with them in the Text, make it leſs necefſary 

to inſiſt ſeparately upod that Duty: "For Which Reafon 1 have 
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s and our preſent Meeting. | $ 
he peculiar hleſſings we of this Nation enjoy, under the Wiſe and Sue- 
ul Government of our Glorious Queen, are more than common Ob- 
ions, to pay the juſt Tribute of our real Thankfulneſs, for this re- 
kable Inſtance of God?s Favour and Loving kindneſs to us. Her Vir- 
and conſtant watehfulneſs for the Pablick Good are ſuch, and her 
Parental Care for the Eaſe and Welfare of all Her People ſo con- 
ous; that We, as much as any Nation under Heaven, have Reaſon 
own and profeſs, in the Words of Hiram to Solomon; Becauſe I. 
d hat h. loud his People, he hath made Her Queen over them: and 
dd with him, Blefſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who hath given us 2 
nceſs endued with Wiſiom and Underſtanding to govern thu Great 
fle. 1 Kings 5. v7. 2 Chrom . WTI, II mY 
duch is Her Prudence in the Adminiſtration of the Publick, that She 
ly endeavonrs, by kind and gentle Methods, to unite all her Sub- 
ia Obedience to Her, and mutual Charity to each other. Such Her 
icious Choice of Her Miniſters, that our Affairs abroad run with 2 
ater Current of Succeſs, than former Ages have known, or future will 
haps believe; ſo that every Year produces New Triumphs and New 
ter of Joy and Wonder. Such is her Frugality and Love of her Peo- 


that ſhe parts with a large Share of Her own Income, to eaſe their 


Mary Burthens. Such in brief is Her Piety as a Chriſtian, and Her 
dom and Felicity as a Sovereign, that ſhe highly deſerves the Thanks 
Imitation of this, and the Praiſes and Admiration of all ſucceeding A- 
And ſeeing under Her Victorious and Auſpicious Reign, we enjoy 
nuch Happineſs and Proſperity, tis no wonder if we bleſs the Day 
n ſhe firſt aſſume d the Royal Dignity; and thus publickly aſſemble 
ther, to praiſe the Goodneſs oft God to us, in ſetting Her upon the 
one of Her Anceftors, by whom the Good of this Nation is fo ſincere- 
eſigned, and ſo effectually promoted. This is a Duty which comes 
dmmended to us by the Commands of our Superiors, the Motives of 
titude, the gracious acceptance it will meet with at the Hands of God, 
the immediate tendency it has, in the Judgment of the blefſed Apo- 
towards the procuring us, # Quiet and Peact able, an honeſt and a 
A | rp i EE 
But — things be ſo; if we are ſo indiſpenſibly obliged, to pray and 
thanks for our Gracious Soyereign, and all that arg in Authority, up- 
o many Accounts; How great is their Ingraticude, how diſplcaſing 70 
ighty God is their Pradice, who are continually murmuring, and 
ing ſome evil Thing or other, as if ir were hatching aglinſt, and 
ready to fall upon them? Who thoogh they enjoy an unioterrupied 
et, Repoſe and Plenty, and have their Share in the favourable It fluen- 
of a Juſt and Bountiful Sovereign, are however continually bewailing 
r Forlorn Eſtate, and fancying I know not what impending Dangers, 
ſeem to bg in mighty Fears for the Satety both of Church and State, 
though 
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out little of that in particular, Reſerving it às an Application to our 
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thonr'r there be no great Occaſion to doubt of the proſperity of eit 


in humble Obedience to God, in Loyalty and Affection to Her Maj: 
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unleis the uncowatd, Liſaffected NAetabers of both put them in Dany 
u ſeem to be but iictle affected with any good Succiis, and yet v 
weir Months wide when there is any ill Succeſs or ill Management; (vþ 
Blaſſed be God is but ſeldom.) Who make no Cooſcience of Traduc 
their Governors, Leſs'ning their juſt Authority, Rendring them Sf 
&cd, Odious, or Contemptible, and thereby Weak' ning the very Sin: 
af the Government ir ſelf. This, I am ſure, is a very odd ſort of Pall 
Obedience. And ſhould God in his Wrath ſuffer David's Curſe to 
ypon them, 7 ſetting an ungodly Man to Rule over them, with Su 
ſtanding at hu Right. hand; Pal. 109. they muſt own the Juſtice 
his Judgments in it, and Confeſs, that their own Impiety and Ingratit 
in Deſpiſing, and either Fooliſhly or Maliciouſly ſpeaking Evil of then; 
Excellent Governor and Government, have highly deſerved ſuch al. 
ſtiſement at his Hands, Would all Men, inſtead of theſe fatal Murm: 
Complaints, and Oppoſitions, ſtudy to be Quiet, and do their own. 
fineſt, 1 Theſſ. 4. v. 11. in their own Stations: Would they all“ 


and in Brotherly Love and Charity one towards another, -( which i 
Impoſſible for them ro do, who, with Solomon's Madman, arc con tim 
Iy caſting Firebrands, Arrows, and Death, till they return to a bet 
Mind,) we might all reſt ſatisfied in the preſent Happineſs we Enjoy, 
the Proviſions that are made for our future Security. And, in tlie m 
time, Let us beſeech Almighty God, with united Hearts and Voices 
the Words of the Dedication to our late Incomparable Hiſtorian, ) 

** That he would give her Majeſty a diſcerning Spirit, a Wiſe and Und 
** ſtanding Heart, to judge aright ot all things that belong to Her Pal 
That he would enable Her to ſubdue Her Enemies Abroad by ſucceſ 
*« Counſels and Arms, and to reduce Her IIl- willers at Home, by prut 
Laus adminiſtred with the Meekneſs of Wiſdom; that he would give. 
* Lengch of Days in one Hand, and Riches and Honour in the ot 
* Thar She, in her Days, may have the Glory to reſtore Good · Nat 
* ( for which the Engliſ Nation was formerly ſo celebrated, ) and? 
© Manners, as well as the ſincere Profeſſion and Univerſal Practice « 
** Trae Religion in Her Kingdoms: And that his Almighty Power! 
defend Her with his favourable Kindneſs as with a Shield, again 
Her Adverſaries of every Kind. Let theſe be the Zealous, Ccol 
and Devour Prayers, of all the Thouſands ef our Iſrael. And may ti 
mighty Lord of Heaven and Earth, hear from Heaven his Dwelling:pl 
and Forgive, and Do, according to the Prayer of his People; that P: 
and Truth and Piety, may flouriſh among us, as long as the Sun and 
endure : For the Sake of Jeſis Chriſt our only Lord and Saviour. | 
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